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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

On May 3, 2004, counsel for the applicants was contacted by the Patent Office 
and advised that the above-captioned patent application was filed on September 19, 
2003 but that the application was not scanned by the Patent Office prior to the storage 
of the original application. The Patent Office further advised that it is unable to locate 
the original patent application. At the request of the Patent Office a duplicate copy of 
the patent application is attached hereto and is comprised of the specification (pages 1 - 
17), claims 1-20 and the abstract. Further attached hereto are duplicate copies of the 
Certificate of Mailing by Express Mail, Utility Patent Transmittal Form, Fee Transmittal 
Form, Request For Non-Publication, Application Data Sheet, Oath, two sheets of 
drawings (Figures 1-3); and the postcard identifying the original contents of the 
applicants' submission, having the Patent Office Serial Number stamp thereon. 



The Patent Office further advised that the Information Disclosure Statement, 
submitted by the applicant on December 16, 2003 was also received but is now 
unaccounted for and was never scanned into the Patent Office records. At the request 
of the Patent Office, a duplicate copy of the Information Disclosure Statement as well as 
a copy of the patent office-stamped postcard are attached hereto. 

The applicants', by and through their counsel of record, submit that the attached 
documents are true and correct copies of the original documents as they were 
submitted to the Patent Office on the dates set forth hereinabove. 




Registration No. 44,974 

THOMTE, MAZOUR & NIEBERGALL 

Attorneys of Record 

Suite 1 1 1 1 , 21 20 South 72nd Street 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 392-2280 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the original of this LETTER for RICHARD D. FOWLER, Serial 
No. 10/666,420, was mailed by first class mail, postage prepaid, to United States Patent 
Office, Mail Stop Duplicates, Crystal Plaza 2, Room 7D25, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 2231 3, on this <^ day of May, 2004. 
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Certificate of Mailing by Express Mail 22387 u . s . pto 
Utility Patent Transmittal Form 10/666420 

Requ^stTo^Non-pSication (2) lilj|j|lllfl 
Application Data Sheet 

Specification Pages 1 -17; Claims 1-20; Abstract 
Oath 

Drawings Figures 1-3, 2 sheets 
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